The state government is now focusing on decentralized planning and created administrative infrastructure for Gram Panchayat (Village Community) level planning in participatory way. The people are now opening up and started taking part in planning process at grass root level. In order to involve the people and make planning exercise more effective, National Remote Sensing Centre(ISRO), Dept.
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INTRODUCTION:
Decentralised planning:
Annual planning processes followed in India in earlier years ignored the role of local bodies such as Panchayat, Municipalities, Blocks, Districts. These processes were not participatory in nature and lacked scientific approach which resulted in total failure. Hence the concept of Decentralized Planning emerged. The decentralized planning at local level was introduced in the Eleventh Schedule of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment. The 73rd and 74th a Amendment led to the establishment of Panchayat at village and local self government at block and district levels. It envisaged planning units to operate their budgets exercise their skills and take holistic initiative in the development of that local area. The first pre-requisite of a successful local area planning is up-to date and near real -time information on natural resources, infrastructure, population etc. in integrated spatial format. The information should be organized in such a way that these can be scientific, low cost, integrated and up-to date. Such database can be scientifically analyzed and various development scenarios can be displayed.
Geo-ICT Solutions to Decentralized Planning:
Innovations in Satellite Remote Sensing, Global Positioning System, Information Technology and Geographical Information System have the capabilities of generating, capturing, integrating and analyzing spatial and non-spatial information of a local area. These base line data can be stored, manipulated and displayed on computer screen so that decision makers at all level can plan and manage their localities in integrated and inclusive ways. Remote Sensing and GIS technologies enable the local area planners to create various natural resources information in shortest possible time and repeatedly allow further analysis in systematic, compatible and quantitative manner. This will considerably enhance the quality of decentralized planning on the outset.
With these things in mind the project titled "Space Based Information Support for Decentralized
Planning" (SIS-DP) had been launched by the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC)/Indian 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
GP wise maps on landuse/land cover, infrastructure, settlement and drainage were provided to all Block Development Officers of the Balangir district as PDF files (Figures 1-3) .This enabled the local people and planning officials for grass root planning.
(i)The land use/ land cover breakup of Balangir district is given in Table- 1. The GP wise wastelands, which were identified were earmarked for agriculture and plantation purposes. Water bodies were identified for programmes in aquaculture/pisciculture. Gullied and ravenous lands could be now taken for soil conservation measures. The local people and line department officials could now plan the development of the GP in an inclusive way.
(ii)The Infrastructure layer identified National Highway, State Highway, District roads, Village roads, City roads, Cart tracks and Foot paths (Table-2 ). This helped the local people and planners to make connectivity studies and propose new roads or up gradation of existing The International Archives of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Sciences, Volume XL-8, 2014 ISPRS Technical Commission VIII Symposium, 09 -12 December 2014 This contribution has been peer-reviewed. doi:10.5194/isprsarchives-XL-8-1145-2014
water harvesting structures and check dams. Proposed canals could be taken up. 
CONCLUSION
The above studies demonstrated how Remote Sensing & GIS technology could generate low cost, up-to date, integrated information required for decentralized planning exercises where the planning officials and local people could work together in planning, monitoring, management of all aspects of locality in quantitative, time bound and transparent manner.
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